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For more information about the village's
history and individual sites along the
tour, visit absolutelywaterford.org and
click on "Legacy of Waterford". Or,
upload and use a QR scanner on your
mobile device to connect to individual
QR Codes highlighted in this brochure.

Learn More
About Our Past

Much of what you see today are frame
boomtown structures – buildings that
went up quickly so merchants could get
back in business following the Great Fire
of 1898, which nearly wiped out the entire
downtown east of the Fox River bridge.

Waterford was settled in 1836 by pioneers
Levi Barnes and son-in-law Samuel

Chapman of Waterford, New York. The
pair found the land desirable for farming,
and its proximity to the Fox River was a

good source of water power.

A dam was built in 1837. The land was
surveyed in 1842. Shortly thereafter, the
settlement included flour mills, saw mills,
an inn, blacksmith shop, a cabinetmaker,
woolen factory and other merchants.

In 1909, when the population was about
700, Waterford boasted an interurban line
which ran from Burlington to Milwaukee,
attracting a number of commuters and

summertime residents who enjoyed life in
the resort cottages erected along the river.
The line was abandoned in 1938 and today
serves as the Seven Waters Bike Trail.

Welcome to Waterford's
Heritage District,

at the heart of the village


